CHAPTER III "TRIBUTE" OR "DRAIN"
General Observations. The question whether India pays tribute to England, or ever has paid it, has been and is the subject of bitter controversy among English publicists. One party asserts that India has been paying an enormous tribute to England and still pays it; that there has been going on a regular "drain" of India's wealth to England ever since British connection with India began; that under the direct administration of India by the Crown since 1858 that drain not only has not ceased but has actually increased; and that this drain has impoverished India beyond description. The other party holds that India has never paid any tribute to England; that there is no drain from India to England; that what has been paid by India has been received by England in lieu of services rendered or capital loaned for her improvement; and that under British rule India has attained a prosperity which she had never known before in her history. We intend to state the case of both parties, with as much fairness as we are capable of, considering that together with all Indian publicists we agree with the former and have no doubt of India's having been exploited and economically injured by British policy.
In the preceding chapter we have shown how England stood, economically, for more than two centuries, immediately preceding the battle of Plassey and thereabout; also how Indian treasure flowed to England and changed the whole economic outlook there, We do not know of a single publicist English or Indian who denies or questions the facts upon which the theory of drain is based. All parties are agreed that at least for thirty years, from 1757 to 1787, Bengal was "plundered" by the servants of the East India Company. What happened afterwards will be stated partly in the chapter relating to industries and completed in other chapters.
Drain: tfie Case Against England. In a letter of July 2. 1901, published in the Morning Post, London, Mr. H. M. Hynd-man, the great Socialist leader, said:
"More than twenty years ago the late Sir Louis Mallet (I presume with the knowledge and consent of Lord Cranbrook, then Secretary of State for India, and of my friend the late Edward Stanhope, then Under Secretary) put at my disposal the confidential documents in the India oflBice, from Indian finance ministers and others, bearing on this question of the 'drain from India to England and its effects. The situation is, to my mind, so desperate
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